The Basis of Future Operations
profiteering were already firmly rooted. We had, however, to show the people the way to victory, to make them see the facts clearly and settle their own destiny. The Reichstag, and with it the whole people, had to share the responsibility. _0n the 30th October, 1916, the Chancellor was urgently requested to work for that end. I hoped that the Government would be prepared to adopt the great principle of universal service, and to bring the people to consider what further powers and resources they could yet devote to their country. It required an unselfish understanding on the part of the people to shake themselves free from the self-seeking of domestic politics, to devote themselves wholly to the war, and to translate into action the proposals of G.H.Q.
The Government did not take these steps. I had still at that time unlimited confidence in the German people and the German working class. The war was life and death for us all; this should be made clear to the workers, and then, as I believed, they would be certain, in their knowledge of the great danger threatening them and their country, to range themselves behind G.H.Q., and give even more than they had done. The German workman had already done wonders, but he could still do more. Just as troops, in the hour of peril, are enabled to do their utmost through patriotism inculcated by discipline, so in a long war the nation is held together and kept on its feet by firm leadership and a clear conception of the danger threatening the country. The enthusiasm of the moment passes. That is inevitable, and it must be replaced by discipline and understanding. That this could be achieved, I had no doubt.
Even without any new legislation the Government could help us. The State of Siege and War Services laws gave the necessary powers to obtain the labour required, but resolution was required to apply them properly. The Government lacked that resolution. The administration of these laws, however, would amount to a mere application of force, from which, on reflection, I saw little hope of real success. I thought that it would be better to have a special law supported by the approval of the whole people, one which would make plain to the whole world